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Independent Learning Policy
Learning beyond the classroom is an essential part of good education.  Independent Learning is important as it give students the opportunity to practice beyond the classroom the tasks covered in class and helps the students work towards improving important skills.  It also helps young people to become confident and independent in their learning, which will help throughout their time at the Academy and in adult life.

Key areas for the Academy Independent Learning Policy

· Developing a home-academy partnership.
· Consolidating and reinforcing skills and understanding.
· Extending learning beyond the classroom.

The Purpose of Independent Learning
· To encourage students to develop the confidence and self-discipline to work on their own, an essential skill for adult life. 

· To consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding. 

· To extend school learning, for example through additional reading.
· To enable students to devote time to particular demands such as GCSE coursework or project work.

· To support the home-school relationship.
The amount of Independent Learning

· Students will be set independent learning assignments each half term for each subject they study

· Students in Years 7-8 will have one piece of Independent Learning per half term for English, Maths, Science, Technology, ICT, Modern Foreign Languages and performing Arts and Art, although these will be of variable length depending on the subject [e.g., core subjects will require more time]. Shorter independent learning tasks will also be set as necessary
· Students in Year 9 – 11 should be spending the equivalent of between an hour and an hour and a half per core subject, per week. 
· Students in year 7/ 8 will be spending the equivalent of 45 minutes per week per core subject [ English, maths and Science] on independent learning and completing one independent assessment project per term in other subjects 
· Homework will be differentiated where necessary to take into account individual needs.

Types of Independent Learning
Independent Learning should not be exclusively dependent on ICT and might include such things as:

1. Writing assignments

2. Revising for tests and exams 

3. GCSE coursework or preparation for controlled assessments

4. Preparing an oral presentation

5. Reading in preparation for  lesson

6. Finding out information/researching a project
7. Visual assignments (art work, for example)

8. Completing an independent learning mini project 
· It is important that students should have frequent and increasing opportunities to develop and consolidate their competencies as independent learners.
Organisation of Independent Learning
· All students have a planner which they should carry with them at all times to record their homework.  Tutors and parents/carers are asked to check and sign these on a weekly basis.
· All independent learning assessments can be accessed through the academy Virtual Learning environment at home or in the academy 
· Each independent learning task will make clear to the students the following:

· learning objectives

· assessment criteria

· the task

· extended learning opportunities

· the resources required  

Non-completion of Independent Learning

· When Independent Learning has not been done, appropriate action will be taken by the subject teachers.  
· This could include a breaktime, lunchtime or an after-school detention.  All detentions should be recorded in the students’ planner to ensure that both parents/carers and tutors are informed.
· In the event of a student failing to attend subject detentions the next level of consequence in the Academy Behaviour policy will be necessary. This will usually involve a 30 minute detention after school 

Academy’s responsibilities

· The Curriculum advisor is responsible for setting appropriate Independent Learning tasks and overseeing the assessment. 

· Tutors and teachers should check that students are recording details of Independent Learning set in their planners.
· In Years 7-8 Independent Learning should be set for half term periods to allow students to plan their time, participate in out of academy activities if they wish, and still be able to do their homework.

· Curriculum advisors are responsible for ensuring that all teachers in their area are setting and assessing appropriate Independent Learning tasks .  This should be formally checked half-termly and will form part of Learning Team reviews.

Parents’/Carers’ role in Independent Learning
· Parents/carers should support students with their Independent Learning but accept that their input should  diminish as students become more responsible and independent.
· Parents/carers should try and provide a reasonable place where students can work or encourage them to make use of Academy facilities before and after school.
· Parents/carers should encourage students to meet Independent Learning deadlines.
· If parents/carers feel that insufficient or too many Independent Learning tasks are being set, they should contact the Academy so that the situation can be investigated .
· Parents/carers should make it clear to students that they value Independent Learning and support the Academy in explaining how it can help them to progress.
· Parents/carers should encourage students and praise them when Independent Learning is completed.
Students’ Responsibilities
· Students should always carry their planner with them.
· Students should record the Independent Learning tasks set even when they are stored on the VLE
· Students need to work to deadlines 
· If students are absent, they need to find out what work has been missed and catch up on it.  Being away on the day that Independent Learning is set is not an excuse for not doing it.

· Problems with Independent Learning should be resolved before the deadline.  If necessary, students should see the teacher in advance of the deadline.
· Students should take a pride in doing their best.
